


 Advent is a time of waiting and preparation. It is a time when we prepare our 
hearts and minds for the birth of Jesus. This year we have learned a lot about 
waiting and in some ways, I believe that the waiting is preparing us for the next 
season of life. During this present season, take time to reflect on the past year 
and how God has been revealed as we journey toward the manger. Take time 
each day to center yourself in Christ, listen to the words of fellow 
Christians, and to pray. This is a great opportunity to slow down, rest, and 
embrace expectancy as we prepare our lives.  
 
This devotion is a compilation of authors from across our UMC connection. We 
partnered with churches in Louisiana, South Carolina, Indiana, and Texas to 
create this guide. I invite you to listen closely to the words of other  
believers, to be challenged by them, and to extend grace when their  
experiences or convictions differ from yours. Take time daily to pray for the 
authors, their churches, and their mission fields.  
 
In this book, you will find devotions centering around familiar Advent themes. 
You will also find ones that feel unusual. We have chosen readings that highlight 
challenging times in God’s story of redeeming love. They are ordered in a way 
that reflects the unexpected nature of this year. As you engage with them, I 
challenge you to open yourself to God’s Spirit moving within you, replacing fear 
with hope and making space for you to experience and encounter the 
miraculous unfolding of God’s grace on earth.  
 
Special thanks to Rev. Clair Carter of FUMC Natchitoches for curating these 
devotions and transforming them into a tool that can help us all draw closer to 
Christ this year.  May the Peace of God be with you in this season!  
  
Peace and Blessings,  
Rev. Melissa Kime-Hall  

 
 
 

Special thanks to these contributing churches:  
First United Methodist of Natchitoches and Rev. Clair Carter   
Roswell United Methodist Church and Rev. Melissa Kime-Hall  

Little River United Methodist Church and Rev. Emily Kirby  
Moscow First United Methodist Church and Rev. Debbie Sperry  

New World United Methodist Church and Rev. Erin Sloan Jackson  

 



November 29 
By Lorin Tate from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Genesis 1:1-27 
 
In the very beginning, our world began with God saying, “Let there be light,” 
and the hope of light in the darkness was formed. Thousands of years later, 
we see God saying “let there be light yet” again as a bright star leads people to 
the birth of a newborn babe. Jesus, the Son, is born and the Light of the World 
provides hope for a dark world.  
 
Sometimes this world feels so dark, maybe even more so right now for you. 
Though we may face things like the unknown, sickness, social injustice, 
exhaustion, grief, and worries, we have the promise that darkness has not and 
will not overcome the Light (John 1:5). 
 
During this Advent season, there are many traditions surrounding lights – 
Christmas trees and Christmas lights, Advent candles, Christmas Eve candle-lit 
services. Whether these traditions are celebrated at home or in the 
community this year, I hope that you will remember that the Light of the 
World came to be Emmanuel – God with us. Your Lord, your Savior, has not 
left you. The Light of the World is still shining brightly, providing hope in the 
darkest of nights. And the Light calls you to shine brightly, too.  
 
During this season, may we remember the words of Matthew 5:16, “In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” May you be the light. May you shine 
hope, peace, love, and joy for others to see and to know God.  
 
  
Pray: Dear God, help us to remember that darkness will not overcome your 

Light. No matter what we may be facing right now, you still walk alongside us 

to provide hope and joy and to share your perfect love and peace. Help us to 

shine your light so that others may know you. Amen.  



November 30 
By Sally Dowland from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Genesis 3:1-14 
 
Rereading this familiar passage this season created a longing in me for that 
place where the Lord God walked with us, in the cool evening breeze, and we 
were not afraid. We may have been naked – vulnerable – but we had the joy of 
an open and unbroken relationship with God and with one another.  
 
Perhaps I feel it so strongly because for the past several months we’ve 
experienced – to one degree or another – separation from each other. We long 
for reunion, for how things were before.  We want to gather in families as we 
always have, to worship together just like we used, and to commemorate 
events and seasons with gatherings and parties. We’ve had a physical 
experience of losing community. 
 
Good news! Jesus came into the world so we might know peace with God, be 
reunited to God and be reconciled to one another.  Yes, there are still scary 
things in the world, but we don’t have to be afraid of God. Being clothed in 
Christ’s righteousness means we can  boldly approach God’s throne of mercy 
and grace. We don’t have to hide. 
 
Look around (perhaps, for now, in our minds and our hearts). Who is still hiding 
and afraid? How can you connect to invite them to the reunion? Who is 
“dressed” and already there? How can you recognize your family connection? 
Let us celebrate the joy of Jesus opening our path back to God, even as our 
hope is set on a “return to the Garden”. 
 
 
Pray: Lord, we are so grateful you have adopted us into your family. Help us 
grow to resemble you more and more. Even when we are apart, let us feel your 
love surrounding and supporting us through our community. Show us how to 
support one another in your love. Amen. 



December 1 
By Ethan Corder from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

 
For a long while, it has seemed that the only thing we can rely on is the fact 
that we cannot rely on anything. Our only constant seems to be inconstancy. 
Each day brings a new challenge, a new series of trials that threatens our 
physical and mental wellbeing. An all too common refrain: “Where is God in all 
of this? What is God doing?” Scripture tells us God is with us, and God comforts 
us. In Isaiah the word of God was written for the Israelites, in a time of national 
– yet deeply personal – turmoil, but  I believe it was also written for Christians 
in every time. This passage makes clear that in light of the frailty, instability, 
and fragility inherent to humanity, God is unchanging, eternal, faithful, and 
sovereign.  
 
In response to this perfect, gracious gift of our eternal God, we are called to 
proclaim the message of our Lord. Our God is a God that comforts, a God that 
protects, a God that rules, a God that provides. Even – and especially – in these 
darkest of times, we are called to go out into the world and fearlessly proclaim 
the message of eternal salvation in Christ. 
 
 
Pray: Father God, we come to you and pray that we may have faith in you. Let 
us not succumb to the temptations of faith in worldly things but let us know 
that it is in your son, Jesus Christ, that we have received mercy, comfort, 
protection, providence, and salvation. God, we pray that we may have the 
strength to remain firm in our faith, even in these most challenging of times. 
And beyond this, may we have the strength to go out and proclaim your Word. 
Amen. 



December 2 
By Marcy Ratzlaff from FUMC Moscow (Moscow, ID) 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 
David, appointed by God, has finally led the Israelites through wars and unrest 
to their homeland and they are at peace.  Through all the years of wars and 
travail, God has been with David.  Now that they are somewhat settled, David 
bemoans the fact that he has not built a proper house for God. 
 
God asks, “Why should you build a house for me?  Someone else will build my 
house.” 
 
God promises that all of David’s descendants will be great kings who are led by 
God. God promises that a future king will come to build God’s house.  So, David 
lives with the hope that this promise --that God will always be with the people 
and that one of David’s descendants will build a house for God—will be 
fulfilled. 
 
This is an early hint that God will have a continued presence on earth. This is a 
prediction of Christ to come who will be the living presence of God on earth… 
the house for God.  Our God will not be confined to a box or a building but will 
dwell with us and in us because of the Incarnate Christ child... fully human and 
fully divine. 
 
Our hope is in Christ who calls us to kindness, compassion, mercy, and 
forgiveness, and who lives on in all people. 
 
 
Pray: Most Holy God who lives within each of us,  
We lament that we have not done enough to embody Christ in the world,  
to offer hope to those in need. 
We get caught up in our own ordinary lives and do not reach out to others  
who may be feeling lonely, hungry, overwhelmed. 
We most humbly ask that you will help us to be your compassionate people,  
to be caring and kind, that we may be a blessing to others  
wherever our feet may lead us. Amen. 



December 3 
By Kelly Newlon from Moscow FUMC (Moscow, ID) 

Exodus 14:13-31 
 
In this year of persistently living between rocks and hard places, have we 
turned to God with the same faith and hope that the Israelites did through the 
leadership of Moses?  The Israelites doubted Moses, even though he delivered 
them through the ten plagues before leading their escape from Egypt.  It took 
a miraculous act of God to make them see his power and love.   
 
As God was helping lead the Israelites out of Egypt, he went before them 
during the day as a cloud, to shade them from the heat of the desert.   
At night, God went before the Israelites as a pillar of fire to cast a light and to 
provide warmth during the cold desert nights.  When the Israelites got to the 
sea, God moved to follow rather than lead the Israelites through the parted 
sea.  This was to ensure that all of the Israelites made it through and to be a 
barrier to the Egyptians.  God adjusted to be what the people needed, when 
they needed it.   
 
How can this be an example to you in the way that you love your neighbors 
during this Advent season?  Are you leading or following?  Are you a fire or a 
cloud?  In what other ways has God shown that we can have faith in Him that 
are different depending on our needs?   
 
 
Pray: Lord, help us to remember the gift of Hope through the birth of your Son.  
The Israelites were facing certain death, but you parted the sea and liberated 
them from  certain enslavement.  Help us to remember that you freed us from 
our sins as we celebrate this Advent season.  Amen. 



December 4 
By Mark Kramer from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Genesis 3:22-24 
 
You may be wondering what this passage has to do with Advent! My one word 
answer is everything! In Advent we celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, the 
source of our true salvation. 
 
This passage describes the penalty or consequence of sin (disobeying God) 
which is spiritual separation from God resulting in physical and spiritual death. 
This was not God’s hope! He created us to have fellowship with us and for us 
to live with him forever with no sickness and death.  
 
What if our story ended with our being banished from the Garden of Eden and 
no longer having access to the Tree of Life? There would be no hope, no 
peace, no love, and no joy. But our story does not end there! Because God 
loves us so much, he sent Jesus to die on the cross in our place for our sins so 
that we might have eternal life with him! And we now can experience the 
hope, peace, love and joy that we celebrate during Advent! 
 
 
Pray: Father, thank you for this Advent season during which we celebrate the 
coming of Jesus. And Jesus thank you for coming and dying for our sins that we 
might have eternal life with you! Renew us with hope, peace, love and joy as 
we reflect on this fact. Amen. 



December 5 
By Leah Burdett from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Genesis 7:11-22 
 
In Genesis, we learn that humankind has turned away from God. Evil and 
wickedness rule, and God is fed up. He instructs Noah to build an ark that will 
hold his family and at least two of every animal. God tells Noah that he will 
wipe the evil from the face of the Earth, but promises Noah that he will be 
saved. Noah spends years preparing for this event, and as promised, God 
delivers. 
 
Do I need to be reminded of God's wrath during the times of Covid, murder 
hornets and hurricanes? Not to mention that I just lost power for 2 days from 
Zeta, and that my beloved town got walloped with downed trees and torrential 
rains?  
 
It is Noah's devotion to God, and God's love for his followers, that I wish I had 
thought about in the depths of the Covid lockdown, when I was at home with 
surly teenagers, and worried that they were suffering being cooped up, when I 
was afraid that we might unwittingly bring home the virus to my parents with 
health conditions. It became too easy to listen to the noise around me (Schools 
closing! Not enough testing! No toilet paper!) and not to reflect on God, and 
that with God all things are possible. 
 
There are days when I should have reflected on Noah's faith, his courage to 
build a giant boat on dry land amongst the naysayers, his patience during 40 
days of rain and many, many more in the ark before the waters. Noah knew 
that God loved him and would spare him. In all the destruction in Noah's story, 
it is God's love that rises above. 
 
Pray: I pray that you and your families are reminded of Noah's faith during very 
difficult times, and that you remember that God's love for Noah and for us is 
always there. May God's peace and love be with you! Amen. 



December 6 
By Katie Cromwell from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 
Peace is something that we hear about a lot during the season of Advent, a 
time when we joyfully anticipate the birth of Jesus Christ. It is also something 
that may seem elusive this year with all of the uncertainty and unrest in our 
world today. This past year has been  unlike any other in my lifetime. The 
global pandemic has caused fear, uncertainty, and loss; our daily lives and 
familiar routines have been turned upside down. Racial injustice and political 
differences have plagued our nation. However, even in a world outwardly filled 
with chaos, God gives us peace within. Peace is not something we work for; it 
is a gift freely given to us by God through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.  
 
In the first two verses of Psalm 85, the psalmist remembers how God poured 
out blessings on his land and restored the fortunes of Israel. We, too, can 
remember God's promises that have been fulfilled in our own lives. We can 
worship and revere him for all that he is and all that he has done for us. Verse 
8 states, "I will listen to what God, the Lord, says; he promises peace to his 
people, his faithful servants." Let's commit now to use the season of Advent to 
grow closer to God, as we anticipate the birth of his son Jesus. In doing so, we 
can find that inward peace that he promises. 
 
 
Pray: Lord, thank you for sending your son Jesus into our broken world to save 

us. Even during the most uncertain of times, help us to remember that you are 

always with us. Help us to abide in your love and accept your gift of inward 

peace. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.  



December 7 
By Jeanne Motley from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Genesis 1: 1-19 

 
The heavens declare the glory of God. The skies proclaim the work of his 
hands. (Psalm 19:1) 
 
In the beginning, the earth was an empty waste. Darkness was on the great 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. What would it have 
looked like to have seen God's plan in motion? Let's imagine. He spoke and 
magnificent wonders took place. Incredible beauty, holy majestic power and 
untold energy were unleashed as God created the universe. John 1:1-3 tells us 
that Jesus, the Word, was there and nothing was made without him. Our 
amazing God saw that his creation was good. 
 
God is love, and he chose to make a place for the people he would create in his 
image. He wanted a relationship and His creation had a wonderful purpose. 
That purpose was God’s love for us. Everything was prepared for the creation 
of man. 
 
How blessed we are to have such a God. He is our hope. The same God who 
created the universe, the God who was in the beginning in both Genesis 1 and 
John 1, our God is sovereign. He is sovereign during an election season. He is 
sovereign even in a pandemic. He is sovereign in times of civil unrest and in 
times of heartache and pain. Our God is always sovereign, and he is good. He is 
faithful and his Word is true. God is worthy of our praise. 
 
 
Pray: Most holy God, our Heavenly Father, With a full heart, I place my trust in 
you. Help me to know you. God of all hope, compassion and love, through 
Jesus, I have a place with you forever. All thanksgiving and praise belong to 
you. Amen. 



December 8 
By Brenda Routt from New World UMC (Arlington, TX) 

Micah 5:2-4 
 
Many of us may not know Micah, the author of this book who lived 742 B.C., 
and yet he was an important prophet.  He seems to be alerting the people of 
Israel that God has a plan, but the wait will be long before we see the full 
picture. 
  
Years ago, I was a labor and delivery nurse.  I loved every aspect-the polarity 
between  excitement and joy and fear and pain; each observed miracle and 
sometimes the heart-breaking sadness.  Micah is saying there will be a miracle, 
but it will be in the distant future, so brace yourselves for a long wait.   
 
Our lives today seem to reflect the lives of the Israelites in Micah’s time.  
Hoping for a different future; trusting in God’s promise; seeking to find some 
joy in all the current pain and unrest; considering what it would mean for our 
world if we paid more attention to what God said about his expectations of us 
through the words and actions of his son: 
 

• Love your neighbor (learn what racism is and how to change our  
response  to our neighbors) 

• Help those who need it (give our time, talents, and love) even if  
they are not like us 

• Support peaceful solutions; be hopeful! 
• Try to walk in others’ shoes 
• Make choices for the greater good, not for personal gain or recognition 
• Be kind and forgiving 
 
 
Pray:  God, help us focus on you and fill our hearts with love.  Remind us how 
to notice and celebrate the little things.  Give us peace and resiliency.  Amen. 



December 9 
By Scott Dickson from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Isaiah 64:1-9  
 
This has been a tough year for so many of us.  We’re frustrated, impatient, 
angry, tired, and ready for all of this to be over.  We just want to cry out and 
rage and yell and stamp our feet at God.  “You need to come fix all of this, 
God!  Not showing up right away?  Fine! We’ll just do whatever we feel like.  
And it will be your fault!  Why aren’t you listening to us, God?” 
 
Advent is a time of waiting.  It’s a time where we can remember that God is 
willing to hear our complaints, our laments, our attempts to justify ourselves.  
But then, God wraps the everlasting arms around us and pulls us back in. 
 
In this lament of Israel, we can hear ourselves begging God to step in and make 
things right.  And when that doesn’t happen when and how we expect, we get 
indignant and go our own way. 
 
“No one calls on your name; no one bothers to hold on to you.”  As I struggled 
with this passage, my wife read it and immediately said, “That’s exactly why 
Jesus came!”  And so, we are reminded again that in our waiting and our 
frustration, we still look forward to and are assured of Jesus’ coming – coming 
as the infant at Christmas, coming as God incarnate, coming into our lives and 
molding us like the potter molds the clay, and ultimately coming again in glory.  
 
 
Pray: Gracious Lord, we wait for you, sometimes impatiently and in frustration, 
sometimes resting in the love and comfort of your strong hand.  We are 
grateful that you welcome us back when we stray and put our own interests 
ahead of yours and others.  We are grateful that you mold us to be more like 
you.  Amen. 



December 10 
By Michelle Frawley from New World UMC (Arlington, TX) 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
Have you heard of Oprah’s holiday giveaway TV shows? She displays her 
favorite things and then gives all of the extravagant gifts to everyone in her 
studio audience. She has even given away new cars! I wonder how the people 
got chosen to be in the audience... are they super fans? Did they win a 
contest? Did they do something special, or are they just really lucky? 
 
Each of us has the opportunity to be in a more exclusive audience – the 
audience of Christ. We have each received the ultimate gift – grace. You get 
grace! And you get grace! Everybody gets grace!  
 
Have you ever felt like you deserved something? Perhaps it was good grades, a 
job, a vacation, a favor, recognition, a nice inheritance, acceptance, or even a 
break? Why did you feel entitled? Maybe it was because you worked hard, you 
did something significant, or because you were in the right place at the right 
time. Regardless, it was probably because of your actions. The thinking is that 
the harder you work, the more you deserve.  
 
But God’s economy is different than the world’s economy. The amazing thing 
about grace is that we can’t do anything to earn it. No matter how successful 
we are, we still don’t  deserve it. It’s a gift. And everyone gets the gift. God 
loves us so much that He gave us His only son, Jesus. We just need to have 
faith in Him and accept the gift. Along with unconditional love comes 
forgiveness, second chances and eternal life. And I’ll take that over a new car 
any day.  
 
 
Pray: Holy Father, Thank you for the gift of grace, your unmerited love and 
favor. Thank you for seeing us at our worst and for giving us your best. Please 
help us to be grateful and not take it for granted. In your precious son’s name, 
Amen.  



December 11 
By Pam Page from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Luke 1:46b-55 
 
Biblical tradition tells us that Mary is a young teenager. In Luke chapter 1, we 
hear this young woman singing, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant.” These ten verses are precious and holy because we hear in this young 
woman’s song what God has told her about the life she is carrying. 
 
She sings that this life is God breaking into the world. This life will scatter 
“those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He will bring down rulers from 
their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good 
things but has sent the rich away empty.” This life she is carrying will upset the 
world order of who is important. It sounds a lot like Jesus’s words in Luke 6:20: 
Blessed are you who are poor . . . Blessed are you who hunger . . . Blessed are 
you who weep . . . Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you 
and insult you because of the Son of Man. 
 
When we celebrate Advent this year, we can sing Mary’s song about the hope 
that the humble will be brought out of their poverty, that those who weep will 
be comforted. We are reminded to hear this joyful song as a call to know that 
we are called to comfort, protect, and love the downtrodden. 
 
 
Pray: Father, Please keep our hearts open to you and your message during this 
time of Advent. Let us hear your message from 2000 years ago with 21st 
century ears, knowing its words of hope and love for the least and the lost are 
still words for us today. Amen. 



December 12 
By Eddie Link from Little River UMC (Little River, SC) 

Genesis 41:1-38 
 
Pharaoh has disturbing dreams that no one could interpret. In one, he was 
standing by the Nile River, when seven cows came up, sleek and fat, and they 
grazed among the reeds. After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came 
out of the Nile and stood beside those on the river bank. And the cows that 
were ugly and gaunt ate the seven, sleek, fat cows. And Pharaoh woke up.  
 
The expertise of his council failed to provide Pharaoh with a reliable 
interpretation, but the cupbearer remembers Joseph and tells Pharaoh about 
his abilities. Joseph, with his divine gift, tells Pharaoh that his dreams mean 
that there are going to be seven prosperous years, followed by seven famine 
years.  
 
Joseph suggests to Pharaoh that he needs someone to handle the upcoming 
years of  prosperity, then famine. Joseph was hand-picked by Pharaoh to lead. 
 
Joseph makes the most of the time and ensures that the harvest over each of 
the seven good years is efficiently collected and stored.  When the bad years 
begin, he sells the stored grain to those in need, likely making a significant 
profit for Pharaoh, and proving his worth once again to the Egyptian monarch.  
 
God’s sovereignty is clear throughout this story. Who would have predicted 
that this story would turn out this way? God had a plan to use Joseph’s gifts, 
talents, and leadership   abilities to serve Pharaoh, and save that region of the 
world from the upcoming famine.   
 
 
Pray:  Dear God, like Joseph, you have a plan for all of us. During this Advent 
season, please help us to simply listen to you. As we are listening, help us 
remember the vows that we made to support our blessed church through our 
prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. Amen.  



December 13 
By Rusty Gordon from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

2 Peter 3:8-15 

 
In a world that turns at a thousand miles an hour, it sometimes feels like we 
are simply spinning in circles, living life at blinding speed. Afraid to get off. 
Unable to stop, yet unwilling to go forward. A day seems like a thousand years, 
and a year that seems like the same day repeated over and over a thousand 
times. It seems all so meaningless, but we are captured. 
 
Our patience runs thin. Very thin. But not so with our God. He patiently 
extends that hand of redemption to us and through us to those we grow to 
love in His name. It is the most impressive of all of His work. He invites you and 
me to move at His pace, setting aside this mad race for the best job, the best 
house, the perfect spouse, and by all means the best me. He extends his 
patient hand and reminds us of a much better place, his place! Where every 
thing and everyone is good enough because God makes the best out of 
everything. Will He actually be inviting us to His place, someday soon? Of 
course He is! 
 
Shall we go then? What will we wear? How shall we look? What if we could go 
blamelessly, not caring what we wore as long as it was spotless. Arriving 
unhurried, without anxiety and with His peace in our hearts. Wouldn’t that be 
wonderful?  
 
For now He waits. Not with slowness but with just a little more patience. 
 
 
Pray: Lord, please be just a little more patient with me. Forgive me for 
spending so much time on what I do, what I am trying to achieve and what I 
have. Help me spend more time with you. I know that is what both you and I 
really want and it is what others really need from me. Amen. 



December 14 
Kate Baird from New World UMC (Arlington, TX) 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
2020 – the Year of the Lord’s Favor  
 
Admit it, you did a double take when you considered 2020 as ‘The Year of the 
Lord’s Favor.’  It has felt more like a year of vengeance, right?   
 
As we try to understand and relate to the text in these times, our focus could 
be on the captivity and brokenhearted-ness we’ve experienced.  This 
brokenhearted-ness stems from injustices we’ve witnessed, discontent that 
seems to be everywhere, the reduction in contact with others, especially our 
church fellowship, or the actual loss of loved ones.  But in these verses, the 
Lord is declaring wholeness, freedom and release from all that consumed the 
tribe of Judah.  And it’s exactly what we so desperately cry out for now.   
 
But what is this vengeance the prophet Isaiah speaks about?  It is not mighty 
anger and destruction.  That might be my response.  The Lord told Isaiah 
instead to speak of vengeance as comfort and provision, a crown of beauty, oil 
of joy, and garments of praise. God performs vengeance on darkness by 
declaring light and strength, splendor, restoration and wholeness.  And what 
God declares will be so! 
 
Hallelujah, that we have a Lord that loves justice!  I can’t think of a better way 
to welcome advent into our hearts than reading these words out loud with 
conviction as if we were Isaiah. 
 
 
Pray: Lord, we are poor in spirit but through these words you can re-ignite in us 
the joy of good news that you declared for each one of us and for the world.  
Restore our faith and hope in your power to right the wrong. Restore those 
who are broken and those who mourn.  We humbly and joyfully accept these 
gifts from you and adorn ourselves in gladness as we prepare for your coming.  
Amen.  



December 15 
By Thomas Richardson from FUMC Moscow (Moscow, ID) 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
 
The living God is a God of surprises, joyful surprises.  Advent, the time of 
expectation, is a season rich in joy and surprises. Exodus reveals a joyful 
surprise. A Hebrew baby boy who had been ordered to be killed by Pharaoh’s 
decree is miraculously rescued when Pharaoh’s daughter pulls the infant from 
a basket in the water. She secretly raises the boy as her own. Yet—surprise—
he is Moses, who will later lead his people to freedom from Egyptian bondage 
in a remarkable dash through the Red Sea. Surprise upon surprise! And so it is 
with a joyful surprise in a Bethlehem stable centuries later. The long-awaited     
Messiah is an infant who meets shepherds, townspeople, even visiting Magi, in 
the humblest setting.  Surprise! 
 
Even today we can be a people of expectation, joy and surprise. Sometimes the            
commonplace, the ordinary, the daily—quotidian, to use a fancy term—can 
reveal surprising joy this Advent. A breathtaking sunrise? The cry of a new 
baby? A friendship believed to be lost but regained? A gentle touch? 
Remarkably, in an everyday instant this holy season yields its joyful surprise. 
 
 
Pray: Loving Spirit of God, we are thankful for your joyful surprises.  Grant us 
the wisdom and vision to recognize the joyful and surprising in the ordinary 
surroundings and experiences of our lives. May we live each day expecting to 
be surprised by joy.  Amen  



December 16 
By Nancy McCook Spence from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19 
 

There have been many tears shed this year. 
 
Shortly after receiving her license, my granddaughter wrecked her mother’s 
car. She was checking her phone while driving in the rain. She was not injured, 
but she shed tears of regret. Another granddaughter graduated during the 
pandemic of 2020. She was disappointed that she missed the usual rites of 
passage like prom and a big graduation celebration. She shed tears of 
disappointment, when she learned she would not be allowed to make new 
friends and study on campus at university. A dear, elderly friend had been in 
poor health for several years. Even so, his death during a pandemic was 
shockingly unexpected. We shed tears of grief and sorrow. My neighbors are a 
lovely young couple. In September 2020, they expected a baby to join their 
family. They were a bit anxious about the arrival with concerns about hospital 
safety and restrictions during a pandemic. But David arrived, and the family 
shed tears of thanksgiving and joy! 
 
Despite our tears, we find hope, joy, love and peace in the light of Christ. Be on 
the look-out for that shining light during this Advent season. Perhaps you will 
see it as the porch light a loved one turned on to welcome you after a long 
drive. Maybe it shines in the sparkling eyes and wide smile of a friend you see 
on ZOOM. You might recognize it in the shine of the shimmering water of a 
lake at sunrise. Wherever you are, know that the Lord God of hosts is always 
pointing us to the light that outshines all others – to Jesus Christ, the one 
whose coming we celebrate! 
 
 
Pray: Dear God, thank you for your continuous love. Thank you for being with 
us in times of anger, regret, grief, and joy. Pease forgive our selfish ways and 
help us to reflect your light to all we meet. Amen. 



December 17 
By Doug Ireland of FUMC Natchitoches (Natchitoches, LA) 

1 Samuel 8:1-22 
 
Through the turbulent presidential campaign, partisans on both sides boldly 
pledged if their candidate didn’t win, they would leave the country. One 
misguided woman said she planned to relocate to Hawaii.  
 
Hawaii used to have a king, just a few decades before it became one of the 
United States. In fact, overthrowing a monarchy began the move toward 
Hawaii’s statehood, eventually approved by a 93 percent vote. 
  
Long ago, the Israelites suffered from short term memory loss, and they 
became overwhelmingly convinced they needed a king. The reality of God 
releasing them from bondage and Moses leading them out of Egypt was old 
news, not as strong as their concerns of here and now. A king, they thought, 
would create order in their world. 
  
Samuel knew otherwise. He had it on the highest authority. God was not 
surprised by his faltering in the Israelites’ polls; he had anticipated it. This was 
part of his plan.  
 
Samuel wasn’t a king. He was a judge, filled with God’s wisdom, benefitting 
from the depth of his faith. The Israelites, recognizing he was in his later years, 
were making their own plans, not trusting divine guidance. They disregarded 
their unique status and sought a structure like all the other nations had. 
 
God told Samuel to give them what they wanted. Explain the consequences, 
and God would make it a teachable moment. Their failure to trust in God was a 
reflection of faltering faith. The line of kings who followed could not provide 
Israel with what it needed. 
 
Ultimately, it led God to send his son, Jesus, to provide the greatest lessons of 
all in how a divine king will lead. 
 
 
Pray: Lord, help us remember that our strength is rooted in our bonds, and 
love for our fellow man can overcome our challenges.  We elect leaders, but 
we must have ultimate trust in the lessons taught by Jesus Christ. Let us 
constantly reflect, What Would Jesus Do? Amen. 



December 18 
By Emily Sanner from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Romans 16:25-27  
 
What beautiful words Paul wrote to celebrate the goodness of God! Paul ends 
his letter to the Christian community in Rome by essentially making a toast to 
the greatness and wisdom of God. In closing the letter, Paul sums up his idea 
about salvation and grace through faith by the simple enunciation that God is 
good because God has made available God’s word to all people – Jewish and 
Gentile alike – and it is through this word that we are saved. It is in Christ that 
God has revealed God’s self, and it is through our obedience through faith to 
this fact that we glorify God. Paul’s words give us a chance to meditate on the 
perfect goodness of God, revealed through the sacrifice of Christ in which 
God’s own self is made available to each and every one of us.  
 
 
Pray: Dear God, thank you for the knowledge that we have gained through 
Paul’s words in Romans. May these verses help us to always remember your 
goodness, your wisdom, and your love. May we never forget the basic fact of 
our faith that a relationship is available with you, and it was made possible 
through the sacrifice of your son, Jesus Christ. God, help us to be obedient in 
our faith to you, to learn more about our relationship with you, and to glorify 
you in everything we do every day. Amen. 



December 19 
By Mariann Wilson from FUMC Natchitoches  

(Natchitoches, LA) 

Philippians 2:5-7 
 
The church I attended as a teenager had a large congregation, staff, and 
budget. Yet my pastor, Brother Easley, was a Mississippi farm boy at 
heart. One Sunday morning, the youth minister and the custodian were 
scurrying to find a plumber. The pastor walked up and said, “That’ll be very 
expensive; let me see the problem.”  
  
He followed them into the bathroom, and the stench was a sure sign: a toilet 
was clogged with, well, the stuff that clogs toilets. The youth minister said, 
“We tried the plunger, but church starts soon. We need to do something 
fast.” Without hesitation, the pastor took off his jacket, threw it over the door, 
rolled up his sleeves, and shoved his bare arm down in the toilet to free up the 
problem. After he successfully flushed the toilet, he said, “That’s that.”  
  
My pastor unclogged the toilet because the church he loved needed it to be 
done, and he knew what to do, so he did it. He didn’t view this job as beneath 
him. He also could have grabbed some gloves first, but that's beside the point 
right now.  
  
The story of Christmas is about Jesus becoming “nothing,” “taking the very 
nature of a servant,” to be made “in human likeness.” God became human 
because we needed to see the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and God loves us 
deeply. To have the mind of Christ means I love people enough to go deep 
down into the mess of their impossible situations to help them find the Way. 
“That’s that.”  
 
 
Pray: God, forgive me for believing I can have a tidy life and be like you. This 
Christmas, remind me that you chose to come down into our mess because 
your love is unfailing. Teach me to serve others more humbly, to love my 
neighbors more deeply, and to live life more compassionately. Amen.  



December 20 
By Rebecca Haley from FUMC Moscow (Moscow, ID) 

Psalm 126 
 
We see dreaming explored in Psalm 126, as well as in the book of Joel, when 
God says, “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see 
visions.” (Joel 2:28) This theme is echoed in the Gospels when Zechariah, 
Joseph, Mary, and the astrologers have dreams or visions, and Elizabeth, Mary, 
Simeon, and Anna declare prophetic utterances. It can feel scary or naïve to 
dream in our day. Imagining the world as it could be, as God calls it to be (as 
God calls us to be), means imagining a world vastly different from the one we 
currently inhabit. And yet, Psalm 126 says, “Those who sow with tears will 
reap with songs of joy.” May we have the courage to see God’s vision for the 
world and the commitment to sow the seeds that will bring the dream to 
fruition.  
 
 
Pray: A Re-Imagining of Psalm 126 For Our Day 
 
When God’s kin-dom came to earth, we were like those who dream. 
Our lungs breathed freely without sickness,  
police brutality, and climate change. 
Our mouths spoke love instead of falsehoods or slurs. 
Our bodies were treated as sacred; everyone had a home,  
healthcare, and full participation in the community. 
God, we might well be called dreamers for hoping for these things, 
But dreams can be prophetic visions as well as fantasies. 
Pour out your Spirit on all of us that we may all dream Your will  
and see clearly your visions. 
Give us true hope to believe that all those who plant in tears  
will harvest with shouts of joy. 



December 21 
By Eric Stephens from Roswell UMC (Roswell, GA) 

Genesis 8:1-23 
 
Noah sent out a raven to see if the waiting was over. That did not work.  A 
week later, he tried a dove—nothing. He tried again another week after that. 
That dove brought back a branch from the olive tree and Noah knew that the 
land was drying.  Hope came to life! Even today the olive branch is a well-
understood sign of peace and hope.  The olive branch assured Noah that his 
waiting was coming to an end, but had not ended yet. Finally he sent out the 
dove a third time and it did not return.   
 
Where are we in our 2020 Advent process? What are we waiting for? 
 
As I write this, we are casting our votes and choosing political leaders from sea 
to shining sea.  I saw not one actual dove as I cast my ballot, but I did see 
plenty of smiling faces of the volunteers at my polling place.  Their expressions 
were an olive branch of peace and community, reminding me that our wait in 
election season was nearly over.  I try to spot olive branches, and to not be too 
busy to give God thanks for them and for the persons who carry them to me. 
 
Centuries after Noah’s flood, God sent another Dove with an olive branch.  He 
sent Jesus to live among us.  Christ flooded the world again, but this time with 
Love.  The wait is over; God’s dove has arrived. God’s Christmas is always 
available to us in its full newness.   It is the PERFECT gift.   
 
 
Pray: God, help us to see the olive branches in our lives. Let us give thanks for 
your peace among us. Teach us to wait eagerly for signs of your perfect love. 
Amen. 



December 22 
By Pat Jordan from Little River UMC (Little River, SC) 

Psalm 89:3-4 
 
God is in control, God is in control, God is in control! 
 
During all that has happened in 2020, I cannot repeat that saying enough. Our 
normal has been tossed in the air, shaken, and left to fall where it may. When I 
turn on the TV news, I must tell myself this is not normal, but God is in control. 
When I look at social media, the same. It just seems like the world is so angry 
over so many things. And I feel sad. But then I remember God is in control, and 
God has a plan, a plan that will be completed in his time. 
 
Just like in Psalm 89, God had a plan, not what the Jewish nation was 
expecting. A baby born in a stable, to a virgin mother in the town of 
Bethlehem. No, they expected a Messiah/ king. We never should limit God by 
our earthly expectations. Watch and see. God is in control, and his plan is 
magnificent. We just must have patience to wait for the Lord. It is worth it 
every time. 
 
 
Pray: Heavenly Father, be with us in the mess of daily life and in our loneliness. 
Fill us with your strength and love so we may share these gifts with all we come 
in contact. Remind us to share the peace you fill us with to all who are hurting. 
In your precious son’s name, we pray. Amen.  



December 23 
By Peg and Jaxon Lamberson from Little River UMC  

(Little River, SC) 

John 14:23-27 
 
I was furloughed March 19th, 2020. I felt so alone that day. The churches and 
schools across the United States were shutting down.  My 5-year-old grandson 
Jaxon had to be taught his school lessons at home.  Since I was not working at 
the time, I said I would do it.  I prayed every morning and every night. 
“Jehovah, I need you.” 
 
The first week of homeschool was horrible. I did not feel capable of providing 
for this young boy’s future. Tears rolled down from my eyes as I prayed.  The 
second week we started to work together, and I eventually found some hope 
that we could do these assignments together.  We kept a big erase, on the 
schoolwork table, just in case. God was present in those days. The Holy Spirit 
gave us both strength to get through this pandemic, and we grew stronger 
together.  I was not alone.  I had the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit with me 
the whole time.  
 
 
Pray:  Father, we ask that you renew our souls to be childlike through the Holy 
Spirit.  Please give us a refreshed spirit.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on 
your children. We thank you for our blessings and trust that you give in your 
time, not ours. Amen.  



December 24 
By Rev. Clair Carter from FUMC Natchitoches  

(Natchitoches, LA) 

Revelation 12:1-9, 13- 17 
 
I have seen Christmas pageants with alligators, crawfish and Boudreaux, and 
we have all seen wrinkled shepherds and fluffy sheep –but I cannot ever recall 
seeing a child dressed as a great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns. 
Woe to the parent that gets that sewing assignment! 
 
We often stray away from this form of the Christmas story. It’s a little alien, a 
little strange, and a whole lot harder to understand than following a star or 
baby Jesus in a manger. We stray away from this book altogether because it 
does not seem to fit together easily. Some people interpret it as a road map. 
Others view the separate portions as depicting individual images like in an art 
gallery – each a unique expression of a holy truth. It is hard to see what is 
happening and what it means for us. 
 
But isn’t that what life is like from our perspective here on earth? We don’t get 
to see the whole picture. We don’t get backstories for everyone we meet, and 
our adventures and mishaps are rarely tied up neatly in a satisfying story arc. In 
2020, we seem to move from one sweeping surprise emergency to the next. 
We do not know what is coming next, and yet we have the audacity to wait in 
hopefulness for a future filled with belonging and abundance. 
 
So we do wait in the midst of the visible and invisible conflicts around us. And 
we remember that the God who controls the waves and wind prepares a place 
for us in the wilderness and abides in us through the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Pray: God above all creation, thank you for the places you have prepared for us 
to rest in the midst of this wild world. Be with us always, no matter what 
dragons appear in our lives. Give us wisdom to trust and patience to wait until 
your coming in glory. Amen. 



December 25 
By Rev. Gary Willis from FUMC Natchitoches  

(Natchitoches, LA) 

Luke 2:1-14 
 
The joyful birth of our first child was mingled with grave concern. My wife’s  
pre-eclampsia necessitated delivery over a month early. Amanda would be 
born just under four pounds, losing weight in the first week. We delayed the 
mailing of birth announcements, even as we eyed glass doll cases, wondering 
whether they might only sell us the doll’s clothes.  Daily blood pressure checks 
the month prior to delivery were replaced by daily weigh-ins the month 
afterward. Her small, under-developed body struggled to hold down anything 
but thickened formula, as we dressed in garbage bags in preparation for the 
regular    eruptions. My beautiful, healthy adult daughter, who has become 
quite the confident cook, will tell you that we successfully made it through that 
phase. 
 
Concerns regarding my children didn’t end with the complicated birth of my 
oldest. They should come with warning labels. As I began writing these 
thoughts, I was made aware that my daughter has just contracted the dreaded 
Covid-19 virus. This is just the latest in many experiences involving my children 
that have produced anxiety. However, none of these episodes of turbulence 
can compare with the joy my children represent to me. My fears will never 
overcome my sense of immeasurable blessing as their parent. Children, 
whether our own or those for whom we care, change our lives. 
 
Jesus was born into such a strange mix of celebration and trepidation. While 
Mary and Joseph undoubtedly did not spurn the pleasure of becoming parents, 
the mysterious circumstances certainly tempered their exuberance. Travel 
during pregnancy didn’t help, and who wants to have a baby in a feed trough 
with strange shepherds dropping in? Could anything evoke more mixed feelings 
than the announcement that you’re about to give birth to baby God?! Of 
course, this would just be the beginning of blended emotions felt regarding 
Jesus, and many fears still face his children every day. 



December 25 Cont. 
 
Ah, but joy is a defiant, indomitable thing. Joy is innately triumphant. “Do not 
be afraid,” said the angels every time they appeared, acknowledging there 
would, in fact be fear. Such mingled anxiety is no match for incarnate joy – Joy 
of salvation! Joy of God’s “Yes!” to us! Joy of a child that changed everything! 
May you know joy this holy day, trusting it will conquer all your fearful days. 
 
 
Pray: O God of peace, hope, love and joy, continue to speak your incarnate 
Word and triumph our fears. May we share your love to all your children, and 
with it the gift of joy that will not be overcome. Amen. 



NOTES 
 
 




